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On his own initiative Grey then gave me a confirmation
of what I already knew through Poincare—an agreement ex-
ists between France and Great Britain, under which in the
event of war with Germany Great Britain has accepted the
obligation of bringing assistance to France not only on the
sea but on land, by landing troops on the Continent.
The King touched on the same question in one of his
conversations with me, and expressed himself even more
strongly than his Minister. When I mentioned, letting him
see my agitation, that Germany is trying to place her naval
forces on a par with Britain's. His Majesty cried out that
any conflict would have disastrous results not only for the
German navy but for Germany's overseas trade, for he said,
"We shall sink every single German merchant ship we shall
get hold of."
These words appeared to me to give expression not only
to His Majesty's personal feelings but also to the public
feeling predominant in Great Britain in regard to Ger-
many.209
Whether Sazonov correctly reported what Poincare and
Grey had said to him is very doubtful,210 But the fact that
he made such statements to the Tsar shows how much the
French and the Russians—and especially the Russians-
were encouraged by the existence of the Anglo-French mili-
tary and naval "conversations" and inclined to interpret
them as a promise of British support in case of a general
European War. This Naval Convention also gave rise to
evasive statements on the part of the Entente Powers which
naturally increased Germany's suspicions of their aggres-
sive intentions. By some "leak" in the French or Russian
Foreign Office, the French Press soon indicated the existence
of the Franco-Russian Naval Convention. This led to
inquiries by Germany. At St. Petersburg Kokovtsev de-
nied that any such convention had been signed, but natu«
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